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British Medical Association. 
CURRENT NOTES, 


MEDICAL REMUNERATION AND THE WORKING OF 
THE INSURANCE SYSTEM. 


Tue following is an extract from the annual report 
of the Insurance Acts Committee, dealing with the 
remuneration of insurance practitioners, and the pro- 
posed inquiry into the working of the Act: 


The 1920 Annual Conference passed the following 
resolution : 


29. Resolved : That it be an instruction to the Insur- 
ance Acts Committee to take into consideration the 
economic conditions prevailing twelve months after 
the award as compared with those obtaining at the 
time of the award, and to take such action as may 
seem desirable. 


The Committee considered this matter very carefully, but 
came to the conclusion that it was inadvisable to take any 
action at the time indicated. 

The Conference should be aware of the possibilities of 
the situation with regard to remuneration; and it is no 
doubt within their knowledge that the Minister of 
Health has stated that he is “considering whether. the 
time had not come for an inquiry into the working of 
the Act as regards both cash benefits and medical 
benefits.” It is conceivable that the question of the 
reduction of medical remuneration might be raised in 
two ways, either (a) as part of a movement for the 
indiscriminate reduction of national expenditure in all 
departments at all costs, or (b) by those who have a 
notion that the existing central pool should be made to 
cover the cost of all sorts of additional services. The 
Committee is unable to believe that either of these points 
of view could receive any official countenance or support; 
and therefore it is not necessary to enter here upon any 
argument to controvert the misconceptions or ignorance 


_ of facts on which they are founded. Had it not been for 


the war an inquiry into the working of the National 
Health Insurance Acts would no doubt have taken place 
before now, and the Committee feels that such an inquiry, 
properly conducted at a suitable time, could only result, 
as far as medical benefit is concerned, in removing some 
of these misconceptions and this ignorance of facts, and 
in reducing to their proper proportion allegations of neglect 
of duty and of inadequate and perfunctory service which 
are occasionally made by irresponsible officials of some 
approved societies. Any inquiry would, of course, also 
concern itself with other aspects of the insurance’ service 
besides medical benefit, and on these the medical pro- 
fession is in a position to give valuable evidence. On 
these grounds, among others, the Committee thinks that 
a proper inquiry should be welcomed. 


The Insurance Acts Committee’s Recommendations. 
It is desirable that, in order to take effective action of 
any kind, the Committee should be quite clear as to the 
mind of the Conference, and it therefore makes the following 
recommendations: 


That the Conference reaffirms the opinion that 
13s. 6d. is the lowest capitation fee that should be 
offered for an effective service; but in view of the 
arbitrators’ award of 1ls., and in view of the serious 
state of the national finances, does not at present press 
for an increase of tle capitation fee to that amount. 

That the Conference has no desire to give other than 
a liberal interpretation to the phrase “such treatment 
as is of a kind which can, consistently with the best 
interests of the patient, be properly undertaken by 
a general practitioner of ordinary professional com- © 
petence and skill.” 

That the Conference would welcome a wide inquiry 
into the working of the National Health Insurance 
Acts, but suggests that tht part of any such inquir 
concerned with medical benefit should not be entere 
upon until after April, 1922, when the new Regulations 
will have been two complete years in operation. 

That the measure of success which has attended the 
experiment of providing medical benefit under the 
National Health Insurance Acts system has been suffi- 
cient to justify the profession in uniting to ensure the 
continuance and improvement of this system. 

That the Insurance Acts Committee be authorized tc 
take steps at an early date to organize the profession 
so as to take such action as may be found necessary in 
pursuance of the foregoing resolutions. 


The Panel Conference. 

As already announced, the Annual Conference of Repre- 
sentatives of Local Medical and Panel Committees will 
begin on Thursday, October 20th, at 10 a.m., and will be 
continued on the following day if necessary, at the 
Wesleyan Central Hall, Westminster, London, 5.W. The 
printed provisional agenda paper, which has now been 
issued from the Medical Department, 429, Strand, contains 
all notices of motion received up to September 19th. 
Committees wishing to place motions on the final agenda, 
which will be issued on October 13th, are asked to send 
them to the Medical Secretary without delay. The pro- 
visional agenda is accompanied by the Report of the 
Insurance Acts Committee for 1920-21 (Document M. 7); 
and a Report of the Trustees of the National Insurance 
Defence Trust (M. 8). Additional copies of these docu- 
ments for the use of Panel Committees may be obtained 
on application to the Head Office. In a circular letter the 
Medical Secretary urges Panel Committees to draw the 
serious attention of their constituents to the section of 
the Insurance Acts Committee’s Annual Report (repro- 
duced above) dealing with the question of remuneration, 
so that their representatives at the Conference may be 
in a position to express their views. The chairman of 
the Conference is Dr. H. G. Dain of Birmingham. © 
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ASSOCIATION INTELLIGENCE. 


SUPPLEMENT To ray ~ 
Bairisn Mupicar 


A Medical Officer's Salary. 
/ The county borough of Swansea recently advertised in a 
medical journal for an assistant medical officer at a salary 
of £500 per annum, rising by £25 to £600., One of the 
applicants, who happened ‘to bea member of the-British 
Medical Association, was surprised to receive a letter from 
the school medical officer offering her the post, but stating 
‘that since the advertisement had appeared the council had 
decided to reduce salaries, and that therefore her com- 
mencing salary would be £480 per annum. She wrote to 
the Association for guidance, and was advised that as the 
salary was below the minimum laid down by the Repre- 
sentative Body she should refuse to accept. This advice 
was acted upon with commendable loyalty. A letter was 
sent from the Association to the clerk to the council ex- 
pressing the hope that the council would reconsider its 
decision in view of the fact that doctors were no doubt 
induced to apply for a post carrying a salary that was 
on the Association’s approved scale. The member now 
informs the Association that she has been offered the post 
at the salary originally advertised, and that she has 
accepted. Ske is to be congratulated on the firm stand 
she made, and it is hoped that her example will be followed 
by others. 


Signatures to Insurance Certificates. 

The Brighton Insurance Committee recently gave a 
ruling forbidding the use of indelible pencil, and insisting 
upon ink for the signing of insurance certificates. The 
Ministry of Health was appealed to on this point, and 
we are informed by the local secretary that a definite 
pronouncement has been given that the signing of insur- 
ance certificates may be by indelible pencil. 


Association Notices. 


MEETING OF COUNCIL. 
Tue next meeting of Council will be held on Wednesday, 
October 5th, in the Council Room, 429, Strand, London, 
W.C.2, at 10 a.m. ; 


ELECTION OF DIRECT REPRESENTATIVES UPON 
INSURANCE ACTS COMMITTEE. 
NOMINATIONS by Local Medical and Panel Committees for 


the above should reach the Medical Secretary not later “| 


than the first post on October 10th, 1921. Nomination 
forms (M.2) may be obtained from the Medical Secretary, 
429, Strand, W.C.2. 


Scottish Subcommittee. 

Nominations for the Scottish Subcommittee by Scottish 
Panel Committees must also be in the hands of the Medical 
Secretary—from whom nomination papers (M.4for Counties, 
and M.5 for Burghs) may be obtained—by the same date. 


PANEL CONFERENCE. 

Motions by Local Medical and Panel Committees for 
inclusion in the Final Agenda of the Panel Confer- 
ence (to be held in the Wesleyan Central Hall, West- 
minster, on Thursday, October 20th) must be received by 
the Medical Secretary not later than the first post on 
October 10th. 


BRANCH AND DIVISION MEETINGS TO BE HELD. 


MIDLAND BRANCH: LEICESTER AND RUTLAND DIVISION.— 
A meeting of the Division will be held at the Medical Club, 
Public Medical Service Buildings, Bond Street, Leicester, on 
Wednesday, September 28th, at 4 o’clock. Agenda: Brief 
report of Representative Meeting. Expression of opinion on 

. the desirability or otherwise of the notification of malignant 
diseases (at the request of the medical officer of health). An 
address on ‘‘ Systemic infection from oral lesions”? (illustrated 
by lantern slides) will be given by Mr. A. E. Rowlett, Honorary 
Dental Surgeon, Royal Infirmary, Leicester. The following 
programme for 1921-22 has been arranged: November 25th, 
address on ‘An ideal medical service,’’ by Mr. C. Hudson, 
Secretaty Midland Federation of Friendly Society Councils; 
January--25th, 1922, paper on ‘‘ Labyrinthine vertigo,” with 
illustrative cases, by Mr. J. A. Keen; ‘March 22nd, discussion 
on ‘‘The causes and treatment of asthma’’; May 24th, paper 
on ‘“‘ The place of the Wassermann reaction in general prac- 
tice’’; June 28th, annual business méeting. 


~ 


POST-GRADUATE COURSES AND LECTUREs, 


NortH-East LONDON Post-GRADUATE COLLEGE, Prince of Wales’g 
General Hospital, Tottenham, N.15.—Special Course. Daily 
10.30 a.m. and 11.45 a.m., Demonstrations. of Clinical and 

_ Laboratory Methods ; 2 p.m., Demonstration ¢f Groups of Cases: 
3 p.m., General Hospital Work; 4.30 p.m., Clinical Gecfures (free 
to medical practitioners): Mon., Mr. C. J. Bond: Latent Infee. 
tions; Tues., Dr. F. G. Crookshank: Co'on Bacillus Infections: 
Wed., Mr. James Berry: Differential Diagnosis of Thyroid 
Swellings; Thurs., Co'onel W. Harrison: Routine Treatment 
of Syphilis and Tests of Cure in Gonorrhoea and Syphilis: 
Fri.. Mr. H. W. Carson: Intussusception. Full syllabus of course’ 
printed in Bulletin of Fellowship of Medicine. 

West Lonpon Post-GravvuatTE CoLLrcr, Hammersmith, W.—Daily, 
10 a.m., Visit of Post-Graduates to Wards; 2 p.m.,In- and Out- 
patient Clinics and Operations. 


British Medical Association. 


OFFICES AND LIBRARY, 429, STRAND, LONDON, W.0.2. 


Reference and Lending Library. 

THE READING Koon, in which books of reference, periodicals, 
and standard works can be consulted, is open to members. 
from 10 a.m. to 6.30 p.m., Saturdays 10 to b ; 

LENDING Liprary: Members are entitled to borrow books, 
including current medical works; they will be forward 
if desired, on application to the Librarian, accompani 
by 1s. for each volume for postage and packing. 


Departments. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS AND ADVERTISEMENTS (Financial Secretary and 
Business Manager. Telegrams: Articulate, Westrand, London), 
Mrpicat : Medisecra, Westrand, London), 
Medical Journal (Telegrams: Aitiology, Westrand, 
ondon). 
Telephone number for all Departments: Gerrard 2630 (3 lines), 


EcortisH Meprcar. Sronrrany: 6, Rutland Square, Edinburgh, 
(Telegrams: Associate, Edinburgh. ‘Tel.: 4361 Central.) 

Mrpicat SECRETARY: 16; South Frederick Street, Dublia, 
(Telegrams : Bacillus, Dublin. Tel.: 4737 Dublin.) 


Diary of the Association. 


SEPTEMBER. 
23 Fri. London: Public Health Committee, 3 p.m. 
26 Mon. London: Dominions Committee, 2.30 p.m. , 
28 Wed. Leicester and Rutland Division. Medical Club, Publi¢ 
Medical Service Buildings, Bond Street, Leicester, 4 p.m. 
OcTOBER. 
5 Wed. Londor: Council. 10 a.m. 


20 Thurs. London: Annual Conference of Representatives of Local 
Medical and Panel Committees, Wesleyan Central Hall, 
Westminster, London. S.W.,10 a.m. 


— 


APPOINTMENTS. 

DunscomBr, Nicholas Dunscombe, B.A., B.Ch.Cantab, L.MS.S A. 

- London, appointed Assistant Medical Officer, Royal Earlswood 
Institution, Redhill, Surrey. 

BootLE BorovuGH HOsPiTaL, NEAR LivERPoon. — The following 
appointments have been made: A. J. W. Cunningham, M.A., 
M.D., Honorary Visiting Physician; H. C. W. Nuttall, M.R.C.S., 
D.P.H., Honorary Visiting Surgeon; H. Richard Bickerton, M.A.,- 
B.Ch., Honorary Visiting Ophthalmic Surgeon. ' 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATIIS. 


The charge for inserting announcements of Births, Marriages, 
and Deaths is 98.,which sum should be forwarded with the 
notice not later than the first post on Tuesday morning, in 
order to ensure insertion in the current issue, 


MARRIAGES, 


BamMpPpTron—Purstow.—On the 10th inst. at St. Simon's Church, 
Southsea, by the Rev. N. E. Asbenden, M.A.. Horace Edgar 
Bampton, L D.S., R C.S.Eng., of Four Oaks, to Alice Maud Mary, 
daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Purslow, of Broad Street, Birmingham, 
and Southsea, 

Brew—AtcHiry.—At St. Andrews Church, Chew Magna, Somerset, 
on September 10th, by the Rev. H. N. Atchley, cousin of the bride, 
assisted by the Rev. I’. Tracey, Richard Vere Krew, M.B.. B.S.. to 
Catherine Marian Canning Atchley, second daughter of Henry W. 
Atchley, both of Chew Magna. 

VERNEY—Scott Reip.—At Holy Trinity Church, Karachi, on July 
23th, 1921, Major Leonard Morris Verney, D.S.O., F.R.C.V.S, 
Royal Army Veterinary Corps, only son of Richard John Verney 
of Oxford, to Sydney Jessie Scott Reid, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.Eng., 
elder dauzhter of the late Surgeon-General Sir Adam Scott Reid, 
K.C.B., Indian Medical Service. 


DEATHS. 


BENJAFIELD.—On September 13th, 1£21, at Rocklands, Attleborough, 
Norfolk, William Barnett Benjafield, M.B., C.M., M.R.C.S., late of 
Edmonton, in bis 65th year. Funeral at Rockland St. Peter, 
Saturday, 

Epwarps.—On July 3lst, at Trefeddyg, Port Dinorwic, North Wales, 
Henry Edwards, M.D., the beloved husband of Catherine A. 
Edwards, in his 55th year. ‘ 

FAvuLDER.—On September 11th, at Glendaruel, Argyllshire, Julia, the 
beloved wife of Major T. J. Faulder, F.R.C.S., R.A.M.C (T.A.), 
and elder daughter of W. Harrison Cripps, Esq., F.R.0.8., of 
Glendaruel. 


liinted and published by the British Medical Association at their Office, No. 429, Strand, in the Parish of St, Martin-in-the-Fields, iu the County of London, 


ial 


QB > 


go 


t] 


7 
| 
| 
A} 
‘ 
the 
| 
} 
| 
| 
} 
| 
: ‘ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
i 
j 


